LIFE LONG LEARNING: RENEWING THE
AGENDA

LIFE LONG LEARNING AND MOOCs
Are There Tensions Between the Market place and
Mythology?
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THE LIFE LONG LEARNING MARKET PLACE
IN
EMERGING ASIA
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The Size and Profile of the Adult Education
Market*

Population Size of aged over 15: ~ 2.7 billion
llliterate Population: ~513 million
Gender Disparities: 65% of illiterates are women

Rural-Urban Disparities:
e Urban llliteracy: Under 30%
e Rural llliteracy: Around 50%

Data summarized from UNESCO-UNICEF [2012]
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TECHNOLOGY ACCESS
DEFICITS

Lack of access to the basic tools necessary to
participate

Technology ownership and bandwidth
Cost of IT ownership and connections

Lack of experience with both the
software/platforms and the content may be
limiting

[English] Language competencies

3/11/2015 10



TECHNOLOGY SKILLS
DEFICITS
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MOOCs
CREATING A MYTHOLOGY AROUND A
FALSEHOPE?
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SKILLS DEFICIT TO BENEFIT FROM MOOCS

Inadequate digital literacy levels and or competencies

Unfamiliarity with effective participation in digital
environment

Inadequate levels of subject knowledge requirement to
benefit from peer to peer discussions.

Lack of or inability to organise, curate and use the overload of
information

Poor or absence of support systems both technological as well
intellectual
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POLICY GAPS

® Current educational paradigms that emphasize outcomes &
standardization.

® Accreditation or external rubber stamping to receive
recognition

® Policy barriers [e.g. restricted freedom to the WWW; restricted
freedoms to expression of thoughts and ideas]

3/11/2015

14



SO ARE THERE TENSIONS?

® MOOC students need to have access to computers with fast
Internet connections, which automatically throws up a bar to
the poor — (Probably shuts out some 90% Asian adults]

® 80% of MOOC users around the world already have an
advanced degree, casting some doubt on the democratizing
notion. (Across Asia more than this % do not have a post
secondary education)

® |n Brazil, Russia, India, China and South Africa, 80% of MOOC
students came from the richest 6% of the population.
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MYTH #1

“MOOCs increase access to higher education in
developing countries”

® “Data from companies that provide MOOCs show
that most of those who enroll in the courses have
already completed degrees and are looking to
further their learning. MOOCs aren’t necessarily
attracting people who have never had a formal
education in the first ploce.”[Torbjorn Roe
Isaksen Minister of Education, Norway]
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MYTH #2

MOOCs will Reduce the Cost of Higher Education Especially
in Developing Economies

® “MOOCs will not solve the problem of expensive
undergraduate education or educational scarcity in
emerging economies. This is just a cruel myth.”[D.

Laurilard, January 2014]
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D. Laurillard as reported by the Times Higher Education on
14 Feb. 2013
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MYTH #4
Computers personalize learning

“No, they don’t. They allow students alternative routes
through material and they allow automated feedback but
they do not provide a sense of being treated as an
individual.” | T. Bates, 2012]
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AND THE FALSE HOPE?

“HOW WOULD YOU LIKE A GRADUATE DEGREE FOR 5100?”
[FORBES 25/06/12]

“..distracted people from the business of educating students to
the business of selling it to them.”

“.. we are in business of making bad education faster and
more efficient..”

“ MOOCs may have seriously harmed the open education
movement by promoting and popularizing an abjectively
impoverished understanding of OPEN” [Wiley, 2014]
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A FEW THOUGHTS
TO TAKE AWAY

® “Overall, the evidence suggests that MOOCs are currently
doing more to increase gaps in access to education than
to diminish them”. [Hollands, F.M. & Tirthali, D., 2014]

© “beyond a shadow of a doubt .... real higher education
can’t be automated.” |!. Rees, 20131,

® MOOC providers need to be clear and honest in declaring
their purpose in using a technology like MOOCs

3/11/2015

21



It's a group for which this
medium is not a good fit.”[S. Thurun, 2012].
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