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how digital technologies in education are 
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digital cultures 
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Does technology improve education, or not? 



#edcmooc 

E-learning and Digital Cultures 
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Online Learning and Technology, 9(2), pp.228–238 



‘connectivism’ 



‘when it was simply open vs. closed there was a clear distinction: Openness was good, 
closed was bad. As the victory bells sound, though, it doesn’t take much examination 
to reveal that it has become a more complex picture’ (p.21).  
 
an adversarial framing of openness (p.153) 
 
Weller, M., 2014. The Battle For Open: How openness won and why it doesn’t feel like victory, 
London: Ubiquity Press. Available at: http://www.ubiquitypress.com/site/books/detail/11/battle-
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Open education: the need for a critical approach 
Learning, Media and Technology Volume 40, Issue 3, 2015. Special Issue: Critical 
Approaches to Open Education 
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-> space 
 -> pedagogy 
  -> ‘massiveness’ 



• Reputation – early adopter of 
educational technology 

 
• Exploration of a new pedagogical 

‘space’ to inform practice 
 
• Wish to reach as widely as we can with 

our courses 
 
• Sharing experiences with peer 

universities 

 
 
• Not a replacement for on-campus 

taught degrees, but also not in 
conflict or competition with them. 

 
• A different educational space – 

open education  







‘E-Learning and Digital Cultures’ 
#edcmooc 
• Discussion forum: 8000 posts, 4,700 comments 
• Twitter: 700 tweets a day, 26,859 accounts 

reached 
• Facebook: 4,820 
• Personal blogs: 1,323 posts  



MOOCs @ Edinburgh 2013: Report #1 
https://www.era.lib.ed.ac.uk/handle/1842/6683 



space 







HarvardX Insights: http://harvardx.harvard.edu/harvardx-insights 
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http://edinspace.weebly.com/ 



https://vimeo.com/48102494
https://vimeo.com/48042206
https://vimeo.com/48038904


Manifesto for teaching online 2015: https://onlineteachingmanifesto.wordpress.com/the-text/ 



pedagogy 





















‘massiveness’ 



900,000 registered 
on the 16 Edinburgh 

MOOCs 

32,868 studying 
at the University 

of Edinburgh  

 







• Content 
• Interaction and communication 
• Assessment 
• Learning? 



…quantifying participant behaviours, categorising students into groups 
 
profiling: 
• age 
• gender 
• nationality 
• educational background 
• occupation 
• mother tongue 
• motivations for enrolling 
 
different categorisations of MOOC participation: 
• experienced and novice participants (Waite et al. 2013) 
• ‘certified’, ‘only explored’, ‘only viewed’ and ‘only registered’ (Ho et al. 2014) 
• ‘active’ and ‘passive’ participation’, and ‘lurking’ (Milligan et al. 2013) 
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pp.149–159. Available at: http://jolt.merlot.org/vol9no2/milligan_0613.htm. 
 
Waite, M. et al., 2013. Liminal Participants and Skilled Orienteers: Learner Participation in a MOOC for New Lecturers. Journal of Online Learning and 
Teaching, 9(2). Available at: http://jolt.merlot.org/vol9no2/waite_0613.htm. 
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DATA 

data colonialism (Knox 2015, 2016) 
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