
Lifelong	Learning	&	Disaster	Risk	Reduc5on:	Policies,	
Programmes,	Challenges		and	Opportuni5es	

in	Southeast	Asia			
by	Dr	Ethel	Agnes	P	Valenzuela	

Deputy	Director	(Programme	and	Development)	
SEAMEO	Secretariat	

	



SEAMEO		
�  The	Southeast	Asian	
Ministers	of	Educa5on	
Organiza5on	(SEAMEO)		
�  is	a	regional	inter-
governmental	organiza9on	
established	in	1965	among	
governments	of	Southeast	
Asian	countries	to	promote	
coopera9on	in	educa9on,	
science	and	culture	in	the	
Southeast	Asian	region.	



SEAMEO	Member	Countries	

	
Brunei	Darussalam		

	
Cambodia		

	
Indonesia		

	
								Lao	PDR										

	

	
	

Thailand		
	

Timor-Leste	
	

Vietnam		
	

	
Malaysia	

		
Myanmar	

	
Philippines	

	
Singapore				
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Underlying	concept	of	my	
presenta9on	

•  “The	purpose	of	learning	can	no	longer	be	
regarded	as	no	more	than	an	ini6al	prepara6on	
for	the	remainder	of	one’s	life.	

•  	Learning	in	the	21st	century	will	be	a	con6nuous	
requirement.		

•  It	will	be	the	responsibility	of	socie6es	to	provide	
an	environment,	free	of	any	barriers,	in	which	
individuals	and	social	en66es	alike	can	sa6sfy	
their	learning	needs.”		
–  Federico	Mayor,	UNESCO	Director	General		



The	world	today	and	the	learning	
needs	
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b

Globe	Photo:	SeaSle	University		

educa5on	is	key	to	
achieving	sustainable	

development	

Educa9on	to	
inform.	

Educa9on	to	
solve	problems	
of	the	
environment.		

From	solu9ons	
to	sustainable	
development	

Schools	and	
other	
learning	
centres	play	
a	role	in	LLL	



•  In	2015,	Asia-Pacific	con9nued	to	be	the	world’s	most	
disaster	prone	region.		

•  160	disasters	were	reported	in	the	region,	accoun9ng	
for	47	per	cent	of	the	world’s	344	disasters.	

•  The	region	bore	the	brunt	of	large	scale	catastrophic	
disasters	with	over	16,000	fatali9es	—	more	than	a	
two-fold	increase	since	2014.	

•  	South	Asia	accounted	for	a	staggering	64	per	cent	of	
total	global	fatali9es	—	the	majority	was	aSributed	
to	the	7.6	magnitude	earthquake	that	struck	Nepal	in	
April	which	caused	8,790	deaths.	

•  The	Asia	and	the	Pacific	incurred	more	than	US$	45.1	
billion	in	economic	damage	in	2015	and	even	higher	
indirect	losses.	

Part	1.	Situa9on		
• 	 	 	



Source:	UNISDR,	2015	



Centre for Research on the Epidemiology 
of Disasters (CRED), IRSS
Université catholique de Louvain, Belgium
Tel. +32 27643327
contact@emdat.be 
www.cred.be 

Source: EM-DAT (25th January 2016) : The OFDA/CRED  - International Disaster Database   Université catholique de Louvain Brussels - Belgium www.emdat.be

www.unisdr.org 

Annual reported economic damages and time trend from disasters: 1980-2015

Human impact by disaster types (2015 versus average 2005-2014)
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Southeast	Asia		
Myanmar	
•  On	2	May	2008,	Cyclone	Nargis	

made	landfall	in	Myanmar,	
crossing	the	south	of	the	country	
over	two	days,	and	devasta9ng	
the	Ayeyarwady	Delta	region.		

•  According	to	official	figures,	
84,500	people	were	killed	and	
53,800	went	missing.	

•  	A	total	of	37	townships	were	
significantly	affected	by	the	
cyclone.		

•  The	UN	es9mates	that	as	many	as	
2.4	million	people	were	affected	

Indonesia	

•  Among	its	total	252	
million	popula9on	
are	60.9	million	
students.		

•  More	than	2,000	
schools	were	
destroyed	or	
damaged	from	2004	
to	2013	alone.		

	



Philippines:	Disaster	Profile	
•  Philippines	is	situated	along	

two	major	tectonic	plates	of	
the	world	–	the	EURASIAN	and	
PACIFIC	Plates		

•  	300	volcanoes,	22	as	ac5ve		
•  average	of	20	quakes	per	day		
•  	average	of	20	typhoons	a	

year,	five	(5)	of	these	are	
destruc5ve		

•  	36,289	kms.	of	coastline	
vulnerable	to	tsunami		



Fire	Haze	in	Indonesia,	Singapore,	
Malaysia	and	Brunei	Darussalam	

•  About	pre-mature	deaths	in	haze	from	
Indonesia	and	affec9ng	Singapore,	Malaysia	
and	Brunei	Darussalam	as	well.	



LIFELONG		IN	LEARNING	IN	SEA	



Youth	
leadership	
training	

Income	
genera9ng	
training	

Language	
training	

DRR	Peace	
Educa9on		

EiE	

Farming		and	
Food		

produc9on	
Cer9ficate	
courses	

TVET	
short	
courses	

Community	
orienta9on	
on	diseases	

Advance	
degrees	

What	LLL	programs	are	in	SEA?		



Baseline	LLL	Profile:	
Who	are	in	LLL	in	SEA?	



Baseline	LL	profile	in	SEA:	Where	are	the	
Lifelong	Learning	conduc5ng	classes?	



Regional	Landscape	
•  Policy	support		
•  Alloca9on	of	resources	for	LLL		
•  Public	–	private	partnership	and	networking	
•  Research	and	Development	
•  Capacity	building	(tradi9onal	and	ICT-based)	
•  Advocacy	and	communica9on		



Part	2.	Solu9ons:	Interna9onal	Agenda		
•  COP	21	(2015	Paris	Climate	Change	Conference)	
–  The	COP21	supports	the	call	for	ac9on	on	the	Paris	
Pact	on	Water	and	Climate	Change	Adapta9on.	

–  	About	196	countries	in	Bonn	to	start	implementa9on	
of	the	Paris	Agreement	on	Climate	Change.	

– Ac9on	Plan	–	limi9ng	global	warming	and	developing	
mechanism	to	help	countries	cope	with	climate	
change	

–  177	officially	signed	the	Paris	agreement	
	

Source:	UNISDR,	2015	



Part	2.	Interna9onal	Agenda	
	
•  1990	
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Regional	Agenda:	SEAMEO	Educa9on	
Agenda	(2015-2035)	



Ministers	Recommenda9on	
1.U5liza5on	of	the	21	SEAMEO	Centres	as	the	mechanism	to	implement	the	
seven	priority	areas	at	the	na5onal,	regional	level	and	beyond	and	
synergizing	with	ASEAN;	

2.Linking	the	seven	priority	areas	with	the	curriculum	
and	moving	towards	global	ci5zenship;	

3.Promo5ng	teachers	and	school	leaders’	competencies	
standards	in	the	SEAMEO	Member	Countries;	

4.Mobilizing	and	sharing	of	knowledge,	skills	and	best	prac5ces	among	SEAMEO	
Member	Countries,	namely	in	the	areas	of	TVET,	English	proficiency	skills,	digital	
competencies,	21st	Century	and	employability	skills;	and	

5.Involvement	of	parents	in	the	educa5on	system	through	the	“partnering	
with	parents”	ini5a5ve	to	foster	common	understanding	on	quality	
educa5on	to	the	parents	in	the	educa5on	of	their	children.	



SEAMEO	Project	10:		Disaster	Risk	
Reduc9on	and	Preparedness	

•  Review	of	par9cipa9ng	countries’	strategies	on	
disaster	risk	reduc9on	and	management	and	
preparedness:		

•  	Provision	of	children’s	kits	and	guidelines	on	
emergency	preparedness,	safety	and	vigilance;		

•  Teachers	and	community	involvement	on	educa9on	in	
emergencies;	

•  Advocacy	to	na9onal	governments,	global	donors	and	
interna9onal	networks	to	address	educa9onal	
concerns	in	areas	affected	by	conflict/	disasters	and	
development			

•  Development	of	DRRM	Framework	for	Basic	Educa9on	



	Educa5on	in	Emergencies	Wealth	of	Resources	from	
SEAMEO	Centres	and		partner	organiza5ons		



Part	3.	SDG4	Pathways		1-	Policy	
development	and		awareness	

•  SDG	4	promotes	an	even	
expanded	access	to	all	levels	
of	educa9on	and	lifelong	
learning	

•  It	has	implica9on	for	changes	
in	legisla9on		from	the	
SEAMEO	level,	planning	and	
budge9ng		

•  Governance	of	basic	
educa9on	–	decentraliza9on	
of	educa9onal	management	

•  Blueprint	for	Ac9ons	on	SDG	4	

Policy	gaps	on	
providing	
equitable		access	
to	quality	
educa9on	and	
lifelong	learning		
across	all	levels		



Part	3:	SDG	Pathways-	MOOCS	and		
Digital	technologies	

•  SEAMEO	will		work	to	
ensure	that	MOEs		
support	for	MOOCS	and	
digital	facili9es	are	
supported	and	accredited		

•  SEAMEO	will	work	to	
support	a	less	rigid	and	
tradi9onal	educa9on	and	
will	expand	nonformal,	
informal	and	alterna9ve	
learning	schemes	

Massive	educa9on	and	training	
needs		will	require	ICT	
infrastructure	and	facili9es	
	
There	is	a	need	for	more	
resources	to	reach	the	
unreached	and	the	most	
marginalised	groups	in	the	SEA	
region		



Part	3:	SDG	Pathway-	Engagement	and	
partnership		

•  SEAMEO	ac9on	agenda	recognizes	
partnership	for	resource	sharing	for	LLL	
and	DRR.	

•  SEAMEO	will	con9nue	to	work	across	
countries	and	even	beyond-	sharing	its	
exper9se	in	capacity	building	and	
research	

•  Promote	advocacy	to	advance	the	
Educa9on	Agenda	(7	priority	areas	in	
support	of	SDG4)	

•  SEAMEO	will	work	with	member	
countries,	associate	member	countries,	
the	civil	society,	partners	and		the	
community	to	reach	the	SDG	4	goals	
and	the	7	Educa9on	Agenda	

•  We	cannot	do	it	alone;	
MOEs	cannot	do	the	SDG	
alone.	

•  SEAMEO		Dialogue	of	
educa9on	Ministers	have	
reiterated	the	resources	
(both	human	and	financial)	
in	mee9ng	the	agreed	
interna9onal	goals	



Opportunity:	SEAMEO	Star	Village	
•  The	SEAMEO	STAR	Village	

Program	is	a	collabora5ve	
endeavor	among	the	six	
SEAMEO	Centres	in	
Indonesia	which		aims	to	
develop	a	community-based	
sustainable	development	
model	that	could	reinforce	
the	SEAMEO	Community	
Involvement	Program	
especially	in	helping	address	
the	SEAMEO	7	Priori9es	and	
the	Post-2015	Sustainable	
Development	Agenda	



Biggest	Opportunity	for	SEAMEO		
Tel:    (+84 8) 38246767

Fax:    (+84 8) 38243304

Email:  info@seameocelll.org

33C Le Thanh Ton, Dist 1, HCM City, Vietnam

(http://www.seameocelll.org/7-

ĐỌC        TIÉNG         VIỆT
(HTTP://VN.SEAMEOCELLL.ORG)

THE CONFERENCE

"PROMOTING EDUCATION FOR SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT

THROUGH COMMUNITY LEARNING CENTRES" 

IN HOA BINH PROVINCE

On 7-8 October, the conference “Promoting education for sustainable development through community learning

centres” was jointly organised by the Vietnam Association for Promoting Education (VAPE), the Ministry of Education,

Vietnam (MOET), the UNESCO Institute for Lifelong Learning (UIL) and the Research Institute for Development of

Learning Society (RIDLS) in Hoa Binh province, Vietnam. The event saw the participation of more than 70 experts,

educators, facilitators and learners from Japan, Laos, Cambodia and Vietnam. Mr Mai Hong Quan - the Deputy

Manager of Research and Training, on behalf of SEAMEO CELLL – attended the conference.

Besides the sessions of experience sharing in community learning centres (CLCs) management, the conference came

to an agreement on the importance of learning through these centres, emphasising that it requires the cooperation

and coordination among all concerning parties in the society for the CLCs to operate successfully and effectively so
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•  A	center	dedicated	for	the	
promo9on	of	lifelong	learning.	

•  CELLL	is	doing	a	research	study	
into	lifelong	learning	in	Southeast	
Asia	en9tled	Towards	an	ASEAN	
Lifelong	Learning	Agenda.		

•  A	study	on	best	prac9ces	in	
lifelong	learning	in	ASEAN	
countries,	iden9fying	common	
features	that	can	be	replicated	in	
other	countries	of	the	region.	



Concluding	Remarks	
•  Connec9on	between	LLL	and	DRR		
•  The	SEAMEO	Educa9on	Agenda	will	accelerate	
progress	on	DRR	through	LLL		roadmaps	

•  SEAMEO	Star	Village	and	Community	Educa9on	
thru	CSRs	and	SEAMEO	network	schools	may	be	a	
good	model		for	Community-based	learning	

•  Being	the	execu9ve	arm	of	MOEs,	a	more	holis9c	
approach	to	learning	may	be	carried	out-	
SEAMEO	CELLL	and	other	SEAMEO	Centres	play	a	
big	role	in		DRR	through	LLL.	



THANK	YOU	


